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DETAILED ACTION 



This action is the firs on the merit of the instant application. 



2. 



Claims 1-18 are pending in this action. 



Claim Objections 



Claim 13 is objected to because of the following informalities: there are tow 
claims designated as claim 13. One is independent and the other is dependent. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the originator of the SMS message" in lines 5-6. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 7 recites the limitation "by the initiator of the teleconference" in lines 1-2. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 14 recites the limitation "by the originator of the SMS message" in lines 6- 
7. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
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Claim 2 recites the limitation "the requested value-added" in lines 11. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Because of the potential for 
confusing, examiner left the claims (particularly claims after claim 12 unchanged or un- 
renumbered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2, and 4-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Alperovich et al. (Alperovich) (WO 99/57927). 

As per claim 1 : a method for processing a short message service (SMS) message 
comprising: 

embedding a value-added directive in the SMS message by the originator of the 
SMS message, the directive being indicative of a value-added service requested by the 
originator reads on "927 (abstract). 

implementing the value-added service based upon the directive reads on reads 
on '927 (see page 3, lines 1-20). 

As per claim 2: the method wherein the implementing includes generating a value- 
added message based upon the requested value-added service reads on '927 (see 
abstract). 
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As per claim 3: the method further including recording information about the value- 
added service reads on '927 (see abstract). 

As per claim 4: the method wherein the SMS message includes a destination and the 
implementing includes modifying the SMS message in accordance with the value-added 
service and then sending the modified message to the destination reads on '927 (see 
abstract; page 3, lines 1-20; page 6, lines 3-12). The gateway modifies the SMS whe it 
unpacks the header contained in the SMS. 

As per claim 5: the method wherein the originator is identified by a member identifier, 
the directive associates the member identifier with information about the member stored 
in a database, and implementing includes substituting information about the member 
into the SMS message based upon the directive and with reference to the database 
reads on '927 ( see abstract; fig. 2; page 2, line 27-page 3, line 31 ; page 4, line 12-page 
5, line 6; page 6, lines 3-24). 

As per claim 6: the method wherein the directive relates to a teleconferencing and 

includes telephone numbers or member identifiers of participants and the implementing 

include initiating a teleconference call to each of the participant reads on '927 (see 

abstract; page 4, line 25-page 5, line 7; page 6, lines 3-24). 

As per claim 7: a method for processing a short message service (SMS) message 

comprising: 

embedding a value-added directive in the SMS message by the originator of the 
SMS message, the directive being indicative of a value-added service requested by the 
originator reads on "927 (abstract). 
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processing the directive reads on '927 (see fig. 2; abstract; page 3, lines 1-20). 
implementing the value-added service based upon the directive in the SMS reads 
on reads on '927 (see page 3, lines 1-20). 

As per claim 8: the method wherein the processing includes extracting the directive 
from the SMS message and converting the directive into format suitable for efficient 
processing reads on '927 (see abstract; page 6, lines 3-24). 
As per claim 9: the method further including recording information about the value- 
added service reads on '927 (see abstract). 

As per claim 10: the method wherein the SMS message includes a destination and the 
implementing includes modifying the SMS message in accordance with the value-added 
service and then sending the modified SMS message to the destination reads on '927 
(see abstract; page 3, lines 1-20; page 6, lines 3-32). 

As per claim 11: the method wherein the originator is identified by a member identifier, 
the directive associates the member identifier with information about the member stored 
in a database, and implementing includes substituting information about the member 
into the SMS message based upon the directive and with reference to the database 
reads on '927 ( see abstract; fig. 2; page 2, line 27-page 3, line 31; page 4, line 12-page 
5, line 6; page 6, lines 3-24). 

As per claim 12: the feature of claim 12 is similar to the feature of claim 6. Hence, 
claim 12 is rejected on the same ground as claim 6. 

As per claim 13: the method wherein the directive is a tele-message and includes 
information relating to a destination and an appointed time of the tele-message and 
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implementing includes sending the tele-message to the destination at the appointed 
time reads on '927 (see page 4, line 25-page 5, line 6; page 13, lines 9-12). The prior 
art discloses that other information can be included in the header. So, time or other 
information need could have been added into the broadcasting SMS message of the 
prior art. 

As per claim 1 3: the feature of claim 1 3 is similar to the feature of claim 1 . Hence, 
claim 1 , is rejected on the same ground as claim 1 . 

As per claim 14: the features of claim 14 are similar to the features of claim I.The only 
difference between claims 1 and 14 is that the first is a method claim and the later a 
system which is provided by (figs. 2-3) of the prior art. Hence, claim 14 is rejected on 
the same ground as claim 1. 

As per claim 15: a system for delivering a short message service (SMS) message 
transmitted over a channel and having an embedded value-added directive (see 
abstract), the system comprising: 

an input gateway for detecting the SMS message on the channel reads on '927 
(see page 3, lines 8-10). 

a format converter, responsive to the gateway, for extracting the directive and for 
re-formatting the directive reads on '927 (see abstract; page 4, lines 12-20; page 6, 
lines 3-24). The prior art's SMS service is from point-to-point which inherently has to 
have several forting and reformatting depending upon the path to be crisscrossed. 

a processor, responsive to the format converter, for performing specialized value- 
added data processing functions to modify the SMS message based upon the value- 
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added directive reads on '927 (see abstract; figs. 2 and 3; page 2, line 27-page 3, line 
20; page 5, line 28page 6, line 24). 

an output gateway, responsive to the SMS processor, for converting the modified 
SMS message to a form suitable for delivery and for transmitting the modified SMS 
message onto the channel reads on '927 9see abstract, fig. 2; page 2, line 27-page 3, 
line 29). It is inherent for a gateway to change/convert protocols from one standard to 
another. It is for this purpose (protocol exchange) that gateways are placed in between 
de-similar networks. 

As per claim 16: the system wherein the processor includes a SMS processor for 
adding routing information to the SMS message reads on '927 (see abstract; page 5, 
line 28-page 6, line 12). 

As per claim 17: the system wherein the processor includes a memory for recording 
information about value-added data processing functions performed reads on '927 (see 
abstract; figs. 2 and 3; page 10, lines 12-27). 

As per claim 18: a system for initiating a teleconference via a short message service 
(SMS) message comprising: 

means for embedding teleconference directive in the SMS message by the 
initiator of the teleconference reads on '927 (see abstract; figs. 2 and 3; page 3, lines 1- 
20; page 4, line 12-page 5, line 6; page 5, line 28-page 6, line 24). 

teleconference bridge for establishing the teleconference based upon information 
in the teleconference directive reads on '927 (see abstract; page 3, lines 1-20; page 4, 
line 12-page 5, line 6; page 5, line 28-page 6, line 24). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Meless N Zewdu whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
5418. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am to 5:00 pm.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Trost can be reached on (703) 308-5318. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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